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Nicole Lawless, a senior public sector lawyer with extensive criminal and administrative law
experience has been appointed as the NSW Crime Commission’s Assistant Commissioner (Legal).

Ms Lawless commenced at the Commission in April 2024 as the Executive Director, Legal and
Confiscations. In August 2024, the Commission initiated a job share arrangement that saw Ms
Lawless act as Assistant Commissioner (Legal) part time while also holding the role of Executive
Director, Legal and Confiscations. Following the recent retirement of Assistant Commissioner
(Legal), Peter Bodor KC, the Government has appointed Ms Lawless to the role on a full-time basis.

NSW Crime Commissioner Michael Barnes welcomed the appointment:

“Nicole has had an immediate and positive impact at the Commission. We are very fortunate to have
secured someone of her calibre to hold the role of Assistant Commissioner (Legal)”.

During the 2024-2025 Financial Year, Ms Lawless’ Legal and Confiscations Division restrained
tainted property with an estimated gross value of over $147 million. This is a key pillar to fulfil the
Commission’s mission to prevent, disrupt and reduce organised and serious crime in NSW.

Prior to joining the Commission, Ms Lawless held several senior positions, including Acting
Commissioner of the Health Care Complaints Commission and Deputy NSW Ombudsman,
demonstrating strong strategic and operational leadership. With 25 years experience in NSW

Government, Ms Lawless brings deep expertise and insight to the role of Assistant Commissioner
(Legal).

Minister for Police and Counter-terrorism Yasmin Catley said:

“The work of the Crime Commission is among the most important of any NSW Government agency and
the roles of its senior leadership are critical to the success of that work.

“We are very fortunate to have secured such an eminently qualified person to fill the position of
Assistant Commissioner (Legal). | congratulate Nicole on behalf of the Government.”

Ms Lawless’ appointment is a significant asset to the Commission, and we are confident her
contribution will be invaluable.

The Commission would also like to acknowledge and thank Mr Peter Bodor KC for his 10 years of
dedicated and illustrious service to the Commission.
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